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Distorting Reality:

What You Need to Know about the Walker

Administration’s Tort “Reform”

A “tort” is wrongful act or an infringement of a right, which results in legal liability.  Personal

injury and product liability suits are types of tort actions.

The “tort reform” measures in Wisconsin were passed during a special session intended to

focus on job creation.

Walker and the Wisconsin Republicans enacted an omnibus tort reform bill into law only 23

days after legislators first introduced the legislation.

The reality is that prior to this legislation, product liability filings had actually

decreased in Wisconsin. Wisconsin had not seen an increase in or abuse of tort filings. 

The act “solves” “problems” that didn’t exist for corporations and creates extra burdens for

average citizens.

This “reform” is the most extensive change to our civil legal system in at least 16 years.

The reality of the impact of this bill is not job creation.  Rather, it places higher burdens on

average citizens while lowering burdens for corporate and institutional players

with the resources to understand the law and/or hire legal counsel.

The State Bar of Wisconsin, comprised of both trial and defense attorneys, as well as

attorneys who practice outside the area of tort litigation indicated that under this “reform” 

consumers will find it “more difficult, if not impossible, to recover for injuries

sustained because of another’s negligence” and that “it creates a disincentive for

manufacturers to implement product safety technology.”

The “reform” caps punitive damages, which are damages intended to punish and therefore

deter wrongful behavior. This law limits the ability of victims to obtain punitive

damages from wrongdoers.

The bill also limits the ability of victims to recover for pain and suffering or other

non-economic damages caused by nursing homes and long-term care facilities.
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