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The CARE Initiative: A Movement to Improve Our

Politics and Legislation

A quick note -- I'm posting this for him, but I want to make it clear this was authored by @spsenski

[1]. :) On to the good stuff.

What is CARE?

During an earlier discussion on Facebook, the topic was raised; what should be our over-arching

theme? What word or concept can be a thread that works itself though everything we propose,

everything we do, everything we believe? It’s difficult finding one word that encapsulates all that DA

wants to achieve. But that’s where acronyms come into play. Taken at face value, the right acronym

can say everything that we want it to say, even without further exploration or explanation of its

components. If it’s enticing in its presentation, it draws the curious deeper into its multi-level

themes. And so…CARE.

Let’s look at the individual abbreviations; they are interlocking, and one cannot exist at the expense

of the other:

C – Compassion

We’ve seen the kind of politics that result when simple human compassion is forgotten or cast aside.

This would a call to return to altruism, the sense that all people are our neighbors, and that we must

seek out those who live in the margins and shadows. Few politicians in contemporary history have

voiced this concern more eloquently than Robert Kennedy, who made it a cornerstone of his ill-fated

presidential campaign in 1968. It spans all faiths and non-faiths, it speaks to us at a genetic level,

and it stands in pointed opposition to all who would embrace the callous indifference of Guru du Jour

Ayn Rand. It is also unassailable. Who does not wish to be more compassionate, or to live in a more

compassionate society?

A – Advancement

This is the embodiment of the Wisconsin motto – “Forward.” We are not satisfied with stagnation and

inertia, and we certainly do not wish to turn back the clock in ways that hinder our future

educational, environmental, technological accomplishments. This is also the facet of CARE that

embodies the American Dream, that with hard, honest work, people can still know the security of

raising a family within their own home, safe from predatory forces in our society.

R – Respect

So many levels here:

1. Honoring civility in our public discourse

2. Honoring the law and the process by which it is changed and reformed

3. Honoring our environment by preserving it for future generations

4. Honoring historical precedent as a means of building toward the future
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We can all think of others.

E – Education

Not merely the crucial commitment to education at all levels, but also to the education of the voters.

Disinformation and misinformation cannot be allowed to stand; lies must be answered, and quickly. A

knowledgeable public makes better decisions. We must never stop being students

Planning Ahead

Looking at these values, it is clear that they are not merely Left vs. Right qualities. Indeed, there are

principled conservatives who should be embracing these notions as well (and surely must recognize

how far the GOP has fallen away from them).  They are rich and inexhaustible in meaning; they are

words that serve more as symbols. They are open to reflection. They are simple. They are profound.

CARE is also usable in a variety of concepts and campaigns.

“Take CARE, Wisconsin.”

“Change our politics; CARE.”

“CARE packages.”  

“Show you CARE.”

“You can’t spell ‘Democracy’ without 'CARE.'"

Imagine photos of the February protests: “This is what people who CARE can accomplish.”

I see a logo that is substantial, appearing three-dimensional, that could be easily adaptable. Think of

the iconic MTV logo; after its introduction, it was allowed to morph into a variety of styles and

substances (steel, fur, brick, rubber, etc.). Similarly, the CARE logo could exist in a more reserved,

official form, but imagine it dappled like a Holstein cow, or made of cheese, or in Packer green & gold

to represent Wisconsin – or my favorite, anchoring the Heart Balloon, which is tied to the last letter.

CARE. There’s a lot we could do with this.
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